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Mishnah Berurah (סק"א) relates that there is an 
ancient custom to bless the new month on the pre-
ceding Shabbos. The exception is the month of 
Tishrei where universally we do not bless the coming 
month and some places have the custom to refrain 
from blessing the month of Av since it is a tragic 
month. Mishnah Berurah then notes that blessing the 
month is not similar to the sanctification of the new 
month that would be done during the time of San-
hedrin. Rather, the reason we bless the new month is 
so that people should know which day is Rosh Cho-
desh so that they will be prepared to observe its ha-
lachos. For this reason it is unnecessary to announce 
the coming of Rosh HaShanah since people know 
when Yom Tov is coming (ע' שעה"צ סק"ב). Mishnah 
Berurah also notes that the custom is to stand during 
the blessing of the new month reminiscent of the 
sanctification of the new month that was done while 
standing. 
 

Common custom is for the shaliach tzibbur to hold a 
sefer Torah when he blesses the coming month  
 explains (סי' רפ"ד סע' ז') Mikor Chaim .(סי' צ"ו סק"ב)
that it is done so that the supplications and requests 
are more readily answered. Machatzis HaShekel  
 writes that we hold the sefer Torah in (סי' צ"ו סק"א)
order to enhance our concentration. Teshuvos 
Afraksta D’Anya (ח"ב סי' מ"ג) warns against 
disparaging this custom since it is an ancient cus-
tom.  Therefore, if another minyan needs the Torah 
for Torah reading and waiting for the first minyan to 
recite birkas hachodesh will cause them a delay 
 nevertheless, they must wait for the (טירחא דצבורא)
first minyan to comply with the ancient custom  
  .(ע' ספק אשי ישראל פל"ט הע' י"ד בשם הכר"ח קניבסקי)
In the event the tzibbur forgot to recite birkas  
hachodesh and already returned the sefer Torah to 
the aron, it is not necessary to remove it and they 

may recite birkas hachodesh without a sefer Torah.  
However, he writes that in such a case it is  
preferable to recite birkas hachodesh at mincha af-
ter Torah reading when the Torah is already out  
 .(ספר מקור חיים הנ"ל)

Siman 417 Seif 1:Siman 417 Seif 1:Siman 417 Seif 1:Siman 417 Seif 1:    
    

It is permitted to perform It is permitted to perform It is permitted to perform It is permitted to perform melachamelachamelachamelacha    on Rosh Chodesh.  on Rosh Chodesh.  on Rosh Chodesh.  on Rosh Chodesh.  
The custom some women have to refrain from The custom some women have to refrain from The custom some women have to refrain from The custom some women have to refrain from mela-mela-mela-mela-
chachachacha    is a proper custom.is a proper custom.is a proper custom.is a proper custom.  If the custom is to refrain 
from some melachos but perform others, one should 
follow the custom. 
    

� It is an ancient custom to bless the new month on 
the preceding Shabbos except for the month of 
Tishrei.  Some places have the custom to refrain 
blessing the month of Av since it is a tragic month.  
The custom is to stand when blessing the new 
month. (M.B. 1) 

� It is an improper custom for men to refrain from me-
lacha on Rosh Chodesh. (M.B. 2) 

� If there is an unqualified custom, women should re-
frain from all melacha.  When Rosh Chodesh is two 
days some refrain from melacha on both days while 
others refrain from melacha only on the second day.  
Some people fast on erev Rosh Chodesh [and one 
who does should stipulate before fasting the first 
time that this practice should not be considered a 
vow] and the fast should be observed until nightfall.  
In places where it is treated as a public fast and they 
read   ויחלand he is part of the minyan, he must fast 
until nightfall, even on erev Shabbos.  Some people 
recite   יום כפור קטןat mincha.  Magen Avrohom 
maintains that it is recited before mincha but com-
mon custom is to recite it after mincha.  When erev 
Rosh Chodesh falls on Shabbos the fast is observed 
on Thursday and when it falls on Friday, those that 
recite selichos fast on Thursday but those that do not 
fast on Friday.  Sefarim write that even those who do 
not fast should repent and rectify their transgressions 
from the past month since the last day of the month 
can atone for the entire month just as the last day of 
the year can atone for the entire year. (M.B. 4) 
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